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Rep. Dan Burton

           Latest Burton Oversight News:Burton Demands Investigation of ACORN, Sponsors Legislation to Terminate FundsSeptember 15, 2009WASHINGTON, D.C. - Rep. Dan Burton (R-IN-05) has sent a letter to Edolphus Towns, Chairman of the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, demanding that the Committee open a full investigation into the illegal and illicit activities of the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN). ACORN's activities, particularly related to voter registration fraud, have been a frequent source of controversy in the last year. Recent videos showing ACORN employees advising individuals who posed as a pimp and prostitute on how to submit fraudulent housing applications and tax returns prompted the U.S. Senate to bar the organization from receiving federal housing grants on Monday.Additionally, Rep. Burton has cosponsored the Defund ACORN Act, which would terminate all taxpayer funding to ACORN and its affiliates. Rep. Burton issued the following statement on his efforts to make ACORN accountable to taxpayers:"For too long, taxpayers have been funding the fraudulent organization known as ACORN. As the evidence against this organization continues to mount, we have seen the Senate take action and the Census Bureau cut ties. The Democrat Leaders in the House can no longer maintain silence on this issue, and I believe they must employ the full force of the oversight power afforded to Congress. I hope Chairman Towns acts immediately on my request for a full investigation of ACORN."FULL TEXT OF BURTON LETTER:September 11, 2009The Honorable Chairman Edolphus TownsChairman House Committee on Oversight and Government ReformU.S. House of Representatives2157 Rayburn House Office BuildingWashington, D.C. 20515Dear Mr. Chairman:As a senior Member of the Committee and its former Chairman, I write to respectfully demand a full investigation into the illegal and illicit activities of the Association of Community Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN).ACORN has been attached to a pattern of voter registration fraud stretching back almost a decade. Ten years ago, an Arkansas contractor hired by ACORN's Project Vote was arrested for falsifying hundreds of voter registration cards. Today, ACORN's voter registration activities are under investigation in nearly a dozen states: Louisiana, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New Mexico, Texas, Nevada, Ohio, Wisconsin, Michigan and North Carolina; and new allegations and investigations seem to be popping up regularly. In fact just one week ago, 11 ACORN workers were arrested in Florida for falsifying hundreds of voter applications during a registration drive last year.Voter fraud is serious enough an offense to warrant an investigation, but just within the last ten days three videos have surfaced showing ACORN workers in Baltimore, Washington, DC and Brooklyn, NY, advising individuals - who identified themselves as a prostitute and her pimp - on how to submit fraudulent housing applications and tax returns in order to obtain a house to use as a brothel. Typically, as is the case every time ACORN is accused of doing something illegal, the organization blames a handful of "rogue" workers and promises to clean up its act and impose tighter controls. In reality, rather than showing any signs of improvement, all signs seem to point to increased lawbreaking by ACORN unless law enforcement and government officials at all levels of government start to treat the viable concerns about this organization very seriously.According to USASpending.gov, the Federal government Web site for tracking government grants, ACORN Housing Corporation received $1.6 Million to provide housing services to low-income communities for Fiscal Year 2009. The Department of Housing and Urban Development Grants has also given $8.2 Million to ACORN between 2003 and 2006, as well as $1.6 Million to various ACORN affiliates. American taxpayers deserve a full accounting of how ACORN has used their money.Mr. Chairman, I believe that it is imperative that the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform immediately initiate an investigation of ACORN and its affiliate organizations. In the meantime, I believe the Committee should exercise its oversight authority to ensure that all Federal agencies stop sending any further Federal funding to ACORN or its affiliate organizations until all Federal and State investigations are completed.I look forward to hearing from you soon regarding the Committee's proposed course of action. I thank you in advance for your personal time and attention to this very serious matter.Sincerely,Dan BurtonMember of CongressClick here for more Burton news.        
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